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These papers, with your letter of July 2nd, 1862, are now in the Treasury Department, and I have complete copies of them all. I took Mr. Smith to Washington, and his deposition was taken at great length, and is now on file with the other papers.
Mr. Smith is a Yankee, born of a Yankee, bred a Yankee, has taken the oath of allegiance, and is as true and loyal as you or I; he has not been in Canada at all. He tried in the fright and terror which prevailed in New Orleans to save his property in part. Dr. Mercer who acted on the Commission is now here. I am truly glad this matter is about to be adjusted. Not every one who has been in the case has the same desire to have it quietly settled as I have My own views about the case are these. I think it quite clear that you could not successfully resist a suit in New York brought by Smith to recover whatever damages he can prove. I think the true way to settle it is for you to pay Smith and take a release with the assent of the War Department. If you agree with me, I will see that it is done in such way as you shall say is liberal and just. I await your reply,
Ever truly yours, EDWARDS PIERREPONT
April bih, 1864 [Not in chronological order]
EDWARDS PIERREPONT, Esq.
MY DEAR SIR: I can only repeat my offer that whenever the War Department will order the money paid over to your client, and he shall give me a release, my draft for the amount will be forwarded. I am glad to hear that Mr. Smith is loyal. His conversion I trust is sincere. For your self, I thank you for your expressions of kindness and confidence, and while they are very gratifying indeed to one who has been so much maligned as I have been, yet you will see in this transaction I have so lived as to defy my enemies. Allow me, my dear sir, further to say that "ex uno disce omnes." For a while you will confess to yourself that you doubted my action in this business.
I am as willing that every act of my official life shall be as thoroughly investigated as this may be. Therefore you will see that while I am obliged for the friendly feeling which prompted you to desire this case "quietly settled," still if those who desired otherwise had had their way I should have been as well-pleased: because conscious of having endeavored only to do my duty, an attack upon me in this case would